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and fell into "the same snare. Nizam-ul-Mulk slowly
retreated, followed by Alam AH Khan. When the deluded
commander had reached the desired spot, the concealed
batteries in a few minutes swept away his troops by
thousands. Profiting by their disorder Nizam-ul-Mulk
counter-attacked. The Maratha contingent fought bravely
until Alam Khan's death, when Khanderao Dabhade, seeing
that the day was lost, withdrew his detachment safely to
the Deccan. Among the fallen was Shankar Mulhar,
Hussein Ali Khan's envoy to the court of King Shahu.

The rebel's victories were heard with dismay by the
Sayad brothers, but with secret joy by the emperor and
his mother, and they deemed the time propitious for rid-
ding themselves of their overbearing benefactors. To this
end they won over another Turk named Mahomed Amir
Khan, who had deserted Parukhsir to the Sayadu and now
that the Sayads' cause seemed to totter, was ready to
dosert back from the Sayads to the emperor.^ The suspi-
cious brothers forbade any private interviews, but Amir
Khan and Mahomed Shah conveyed to each other their
plans by speaking openly in Turki, a language unknown
to the Sayads, but always diligently studied by the house
of Itabur. As Hussein Ali Khan was the abler of the
brother?;, it was decided to remove him by assassination,
and in one Mir Haidar, a Chagatai Moghul, was found a
suitable instrument. The assassin pretended to offer
Hussein Ali Khan a petition written in extremely obscure
language. Hussein Ali Khan accepted it and while ho
tried to unravel the tangled rigmarole, Mir Haidar plunged
a dagger into his heart On the death of their loader the
bulk of his troops deserted and the rest were overpowered
by the nobles attached to the imperial cause. Abdulla
Khan still remained to be dealt with. He was at Fatehpur
Sikri, the beautiful city which Akbar built near Agra and
afterwards abandoned. On hearing of his brother's
murder he at onoo marched on Delhi To give his advance
a show of right, he had crowned another grandson of